Charity FareShare, which provides over 13m meals a year for people in need,
welcomes action on fairer food surplus system to tackle poverty and hunger
Food charity FareShare, which provides over 13.2 million meals a year for people in need
from surplus food, welcomes a new report (to be published on Monday 8th December)
looking at a fairer food surplus system to tackle poverty and hunger nationwide.
By redistributing over 5,500 tonnes of surplus food a year through its 20 Regional Centres,
FareShare helps to feed over 82,000 people a day across the country. This surplus food is
redistributed to 1,711 local charities and community organisations supporting vulnerable
people and children such as breakfast clubs, lunch clubs, homeless hostels, women’s
refuges and drop-in centres, saving UK charity sector over £16 million a year. However
the charity is only redistributing 1.5% of the available in date and edible surplus food in
the UK.
FareShare estimates that there is actually up to 400,000 tonnes of available surplus food
that could be used for people in need. Surplus food that could be delivered to FareShare’s
Regional Centres in England, Scotland, Wales and Northern Ireland that could support
more local charities and projects to help people facing hunger and poverty. The number
of charities receiving surplus food from FareShare has increased by 32% in the last six
months alone.
The charity welcomes calls to increase investment into charities who, like FareShare,
manage food redistribution and support for the food industry to ensure more equal
distribution of surplus food that can complement existing green solutions such as
Anaerobic Digestion.
Good food should always feed people first and FareShare strongly believes that, in order
to address the issue of hunger in the UK, a food redistribution system needs to be built
that is sustainable and robust. The charity has 20 years experience of using a model that
redistributes large volumes of surplus food nationally to scale which has attracted
support from the UK food industry. FareShare’s work complements food banks but the
charity aims to work with other organisations that provide not just meals but also long
term and vital support services, such as treatment for addiction or employability training,
to target the underlying and wider causes of why people struggle to feed themselves.
The UK food industry is one of the most efficient and progressive in the world but the
majority of surplus food actually happens when food is manufactured, rather than at store
level. FareShare is accessing surplus food directly from manufacturers (like Gerber,
Kellogg’s and Nestlé UK) and through retailers (like Asda, Sainsbury’s and Tesco).

The above mentioned companies and other food partners are leading the way by example
and have recognised the environmental, social and economic benefits of diverting surplus
food to FareShare to enable the charity to provide meals for people in need.
FareShare’s 20 Regional Centres are as follows:
1.
FareShare Merseyside
2.

FareShare North Wales (part of FareShare Merseyside)

3.

FareShare Cymru South Wales

4.

FareShare Northern Ireland

5.

FareShare Central & South East Scotland

6.

FareShare Glasgow & the West of Scotland

7.

FareShare Grampian based in Aberdeen

8.

FareShare Tayside & Fife

9.

FareShare Hull & Humber

10.

FareShare North East

11.

FareShare Yorkshire

12.

FareShare Greater Manchester

13.

FareShare West Midlands

14.

FareShare East Midlands

15.

FareShare Thames Valley

16.

FareShare London

17.

FareShare Kent

18.

FareShare South West

19.

FareShare Southern Central

20.

FareShare Sussex
ENDS

If you would like more information about a FareShare Regional Centre and local charities
in your area using surplus food to tackle poverty and hunger and for all media enquiries
please contact Gurvinder Sidhu on 07415 241 328 / Gurvinder.sidhu@fareshare.org.uk

